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Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
January 22, 2023:  

11:00 AM 



The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

 
 

Today’s Readings: 
Isaiah 9:1-4 

1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
Matthew 4:12-23 

 
 

Theme:  
Calling, Preaching, Healing: 

The Works of Christ Revealed! 
 

Pastoral Team: 
Rev. Dr. Rich McCarty, Senior Pastor 

Pastor Joy Johnson, Associate Minister  
 

Whoever you are, and wherever 
you are on life’s journey, you are 

welcome here! 

We are now in the 
Season of Epiphany! 

The word epiphany 
means “to reveal.” On 

the first Sunday of 
Epiphany many 

Christian churches 
commemorate the story 
of the three Magi who 

followed a star to 
Bethlehem—the time at 
which Christ began to 

be revealed to the world. 
For seven weeks we are 

in the Season of 
Epiphany, from that 

story of the mysterious 
star over Bethlehem, to 
Christ’s transfiguration 
on the mountain. This is 

a season for us to 
consider what the 

scriptures reveal about 
the life of Christ. As we 

do, we can find 
ourselves closer to the 

heart of God.  
 



Prelude                         
   
Welcome, Prayer Requests & Announcements 
Centering Music 
 

Invocation 
One: Grace, mercy, and peace be with you, from God our Creator, Christ our Savior, and 

the Holy Spirit, our eternal Advocate and friend. 
All: And also with you. 
One: Holy God, our light and our salvation, Jesus announced the nearness of your 

kingdom and called his disciples to be fishers of women and men. 
All: Give us courage to follow in the way of Jesus, that our lives may bear witness 

to the good news of the kingdom at hand and our examples serve to draw 
people to your salvation; through your Son, Jesus Christ, in the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  Amen! 

 
* Opening Hymn                 “Great is the Lord” #50 
 

Great is the Lord, he is holy and just; by his power we trust in his love. 
Great is the Lord, he is faithful and true; by his mercy he proves he is love. 

Great is the Lord and worthy of glory!  Great is the Lord and worthy of praise. 
Great is the Lord; now lift up your voice, now lift up your voice: 

Great is the Lord!  Great is the Lord! 
 

Great is the Lord, he is holy and just; by his power we trust in his love. 
Great is the Lord, he is faithful and true; by his mercy he proves he is love. 

Great are you Lord, and worthy of glory!  Great are you, Lord, and worthy of praise. 
Great are you, Lord; I lift up my voice, I lift up my voice: 

Great are you, Lord!  Great are you, Lord! 
 

* Opening Prayer 
 

*Sign of Peace  
One: The peace of Christ be with all of you. 
All: And also with you. 
One: Let us share with one another a sign of peace. 

(You may choose to shake hands, hug, or simply acknowledge one another without physical touch based on your 
comfort and/or health needs.) 

 
 
 
 



First Reading   Isaiah 9:1-4 
But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought 
into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will 
make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2The 
people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness— on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased 
its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing 
plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their 
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

Hymn “Arise, Your Light Is Come!” #231 

Arise, your light is come!  The Spirit’s call obey; 
Show forth the glory of your God which shines on you today. 

Arise your light is come!  Fling wide the prison door; 
Proclaim the captive’s liberty, good tidings to the poor. 

Arise your light is come!  All you in sorrow born, 
Bind up the brokenhearted ones and comfort those who mourn. 

Arise your light is come!  The mountains burst in song!  
Rise up like eagles on the wing, God’s power will make us strong. 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of 
you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in 
the same mind and the same purpose. For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people 
that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. What I mean is that each of 
you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to 
Christ.” Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the 
name of Paul? 

I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say 
that you were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; 
beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 

For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent 
wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. For the message 
about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it 
is the power of God. 



Responsorial                       Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
One: The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  The Lord is the 

stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
All: One thing I asked of the Lord, that I will seek after:  to live in the house of the 

Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in 
his temple. For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will 
conceal me under the cover of his tent:  he will set me high on a rock. 

One: Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his tent 
sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the Lord.  Hear, O Lord, 
when I cry aloud, be gracious to me and answer me! 

All: “Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!”  Your face, Lord, do I seek.  Do not hide 
your face from me.  Do not turn your servant away in anger, you who have 
been my help.  Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, O God of my salvation!  
Amen! 

*Doxology    “Glory Be to God, Creator” #145 

Glory be to God, Creator, glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to God the Spirit, known as Three, yet God the One 

As it was in the beginning, it is now and so shall be, 
In a world without an ending, glory through eternity. 

Holy, holy God Almighty! Holy, holy Prince of Peace! 
Holy, holy Wind of Presence! Holy, holy, holy! Amen! 

*Gospel           Matthew 4:12-23 
Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth 
and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that 
what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “Land of Zebulun, land of 
Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— the people who 
sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of 
death light has dawned.” From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near. “As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who 
is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were 
fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” Immediately 
they left their nets and followed him. As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, 
James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending 
their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed 
him. Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good 
news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 

One: This is the Gospel of Christ for the people of God. 
All: Come Holy Spirit! Thanks be to God! 



Message          Calling, Preaching, Healing:  The Works of Christ Revealed      Pastor Joy 

Song of Response  “Step by Step” #494 

O God, you are my God, and I will ever praise you. 
O God, you are my God, and I will ever praise you. 

I will seek you in the morning, and I will learn to walk in your ways; 
And step by step you’ll lead me, and I will follow you all of my days. 

(Repeat) 

COMMUNION LITURGY 
Pastor: People of God, come to the table! Christ promised that as we eat this bread 

and drink this cup, we not only remember him, but we commune with him by 
the power and presence of the Holy Spirit. 

All: This is a table of grace. There is room around it for every soul that was, 
and is, and is to come. We come to the table as a people who are learning 
the way of Christ. We confess that we are not always right. But we share 
this faith: that those who trust in Christ Jesus will grow in the assurance 
of God’s eternal love. 

Pastor: And so, here at this table we take bread and cup and ask the Holy Spirit to 
make it for us: communion with Christ, who gave his life as the bread of 
heaven and as the cup of eternal life. 

All: Here at this table we remember that Christ gave his entire life as an 
outpouring of God’s love—a love that will, one day, renew all things. 
Amen.  

Pastor: People of God, come to the table! 

Communion Music 



Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer  
One: The Lord be with you.  
All:  And also with you.  
One:  Let us pray: For the prayer requests that have come to us today, whether joys or 

sorrows…. [prayer requests are presented] …. Holy and Loving God, in your wisdom, 
meet all of these needs in the perfect way of your grace.   

All:  God hear our prayer!  
One:   For those who suffer from disease of body or mind, that they may know the power 

of your healing grace. 
All:  God hear our prayer!  
One:   For the leaders of the nations, that they may be just and faithful in their duties  
             And serve the good of all creation. 
All:  God hear our prayer!  
One:   For all that we hold in the silence of our hearts, we come to you in the confidence of 

quiet, O God, and lift our petitions privately to you. (Silent prayer)… Almighty God, 
Sovereign of Heaven, shower your blessings upon all people! Move the mountains in 
our lives or help to move us so that we might be fully at peace. This we pray in the 
name of Jesus, who taught us to pray…  

All:  “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors—and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, the Power, and 
the Glory forever.” Amen.   

 
Offering 

Our offerings are first and foremost what we give to the world through justice, kindness, and mercy—and 
these we can do every day. Our offerings can also take the form of financial contributions to the church to 

support our ministries. 
 

If you are not in the sanctuary, online donations can be made at: 
www.communityunited.church/donate/ 

Or, if you prefer to mail in a check, that can be addressed to the church at: 
1011 West 38th Street – Erie, PA 16508 

 

Ministry of Music and Time for Contemplation          Cheryl Strecker 
 

Your offerings make this inclusive ministry possible. Thank you! Because of you, our church reaches 
through and beyond Erie: providing worship, community, and service. As you can give generously, it 

is well received. 
Offertory Prayer of Thanks 
 
 

http://www.communityunited.church/donate/


*Congregational Response #147

“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow:  
Praise God, all creatures high and low: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, in Jesus fully known!  
Creator, Word, and Spirit one!  

Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!” 

*Departing Prayer
One: Holy and loving God, you have called us to follow in the footsteps of Jesus.
All: Sharpen our senses to hear your voice, and to walk in the goodness of Christ

and the light of His love.  Amen! 

*Blessing

*Closing Hymn “Sing a New Song” #10 

Refrain: 
Sing a new song unto the Lord; let your song be sung from mountains high. 

Sing a new song unto the Lord, singing, “Alleluia.” 

Yahweh’s people dance for joy; O come before the Lord.  
And play for him on glad tambourines, and let your trumpet sound (Refrain) 

Rise, O children, from your sleep, your Savior now has come.  
 He has turned your sorrow to joy, and filled your soul with song. (Refrain) 

Glad my soul for I have seen the glory of the Lord.  The trumpet sounds; the dead shall be 
raised, I know my Savior lives. 

Postlude  Cheryl Strecker     



 

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning at 
Community United Church! 

 

 
 

Next Sunday, January 29, 2023: 
11:00 AM 

 

Readings:  

Romans 5:1-8, 12-21 
Psalm 24 

Matthew 12:46-50 
 

The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany: 
The Body of Christ:  Who Belongs? 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting 12:10 PM 
 

 
 
 

 

Need to contact us for prayer, conversation, or to connect 
with a small group or church ministry? 
1011 West 38th Street – Erie, PA 16508 

(814) – 864 – 4429 
www.communityunited.church 



 

 
 
 

The altar flowers this morning are given to the glory of God  
 
Tuesday: Ladies Lunch 12 PM (The Ladies Group is also collecting socks for the 

homeless. The collection box can be found in Fellowship Hall.) 
 

Reminder:  
Annual Congregation Meeting on January 29th immediately following worship. Please 

plan to attend if at all possible. 
 

 
 

WE REMEMBER THOSE IN OUR ARMED FORCES: 
Jacob Snyder (Army), Nick Duncan (Army), Samantha McHenry (Army), Shelby Wescott 

(Army), Mathew Anderson (Army) and DJ Miaczynski (Marines) 
 

PRAYERS FOR:  
Rod and Dew Johnson, Harry Lamb, Sue Scheiwer, Julie Davis, Diane Walker, George 

Churley, Robin Adams, Ralph Kester, Sharon Cooper, Todd Carrier,  
Teddy Long, Jimmyo, Sandy Gool, Tammy McIntyre, Laura Stone, Jared and Priscilla Hall, 

Ron Celeski, Sally Cubetus, and Annette and Ralph Minich. 
 

 
Council Members:  

Debbie Anderson (President), Bob Martin (VP), Dina Johnson (Secretary), Ginnie Burger (Treas.), 
Mike Pruzinsky, April Knapp, Patti Rogers, Carol Rodgers, and Angel Hall 




