
Community United Church 
An Open and Affirming Congregation 

Affiliated with the United Church of Christ & the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
 

 
July 6, 2025 

The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
11:00 AM 

 
Pastoral Team:  

Rev. Dr. Richard W. McCarty & Pastor Joy L. Johnson 
 

Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here! 



Prelude                                                                          Cheryl Strecker and Don Cameron                
Welcome, Prayer Requests, and Announcements 
 

Centering Music   “Where the Spirit of the Lord is” #396  2X 
 

Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is peace.   
Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is love.   

There is comfort in life’s darkest hour,  
There is light and life, there is help and power 

In the Spirit, in the Spirit of the Lord. 
Invocation: 
One: God of Grace and Glory, we come before you knowing that it is through your Spirit 

and your peace that we receive the faith and the hope to be your disciples, to go out 
into the world, and to demonstrate your all-inclusive love.  

All: Give us the wisdom to better reflect your mercy and kindness so that our 
families, our communities, and our countries might understand what your 
kingdom is all about.  We pray in the name of your perfect witness in the 
world, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  Amen! 

 
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” #71 v. 1,2,4 

 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him for he is your health and salvation! 
Come all who hear; now to his temple draw near, join me in glad adoration! 

 
Praise to the Lord, above all things so wondrously reigning;  

Sheltering you under his wings, and so gently sustaining! 
Have you not seen all that is needful has been sent by his gracious ordaining? 

 
Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him!   

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him. 
Let the Amen sound from his people again; gladly forever adore him. 

 

 
* Opening Prayer 
 

*The Peace of Christ 
One: The Peace of Christ be with you, all! 
All: And also with you! 
One: Let us share with one another a sign of peace.  
 
 



First Reading                                Paul’s Letter to the Galatians 6:1-6 

My brothers and sisters, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have received 
the Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care that you yourselves 
are not tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way, you will fulfill the law of 
Christ. For if those who are nothing think they are something, they deceive themselves. All 
must test their own work; then that work, rather than their neighbor’s work, will become 
a cause for pride. For all must carry their own loads. Those who are taught the word must 
share in all good things with their teacher. 

Responsorial                                               Psalm 66:1-9 
One: Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth; sing the glory of his name; give to him 

glorious praise. 
All: Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!  Because of your great power, your 

enemies cringe before you.  All the earth worships you; they sing praises to 
you, sing praises to your name.” 

 One: Come and see what God has done; he is awesome in his deeds among mortals.  He 
turned the sea into dry land; they passed through the river on foot.  There we 
rejoiced in him, who rules by his might forever, whose eyes keep watch on the 
nations.  Let the rebellious not exalt themselves. 

All: Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of his praise be heard, who has kept us 
among the living and has not let our feet slip.   Amen! 

 

*Gloria                     “Glory Be to God, Creator” #145 
         

Glory be to God, Creator, glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to God the Spirit, known as Three, yet God the One 

 

As it was in the beginning, it is now and so shall be, 
In a world without an ending, glory through eternity. 

 

Holy, holy God Almighty! Holy, holy Prince of Peace! 
Holy, holy Wind of Presence! Holy, holy, holy! Amen! 

 
 

 
 
 
 



*Gospel                          Luke 10:1-11,16-20 
After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs 
to every town and place where he himself intended to go.  He said to them, “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore, ask the Lord of the harvest to send out 
laborers into his harvest.  Go on your way; I am sending you out like lambs into the midst 
of wolves.  Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals, and greet no one on the road. Whatever 
house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!’  And if a person of peace is there, your 
peace will rest on that person, but if not, it will return to you.  Remain in the same house, 
eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not 
move about from house to house.  Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome 
you, eat what is set before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom 
of God has come near to you.’ But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome 
you, go out into its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we 
wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near. 
 
One: This is the Gospel of Christ for the people of God. 
All: Come Holy Spirit! Thanks be to God! 
 

Children’s Message 
 
 

Song of Preparation                  “Step by Step” #494 
 

O God, you are my God, and I will ever praise you. 
O God, you are my God, and I will ever praise you. 

I will seek you in the morning, and I will learn to walk in your ways; 
And step by step you’ll lead me, and I will follow you all of my days. 

 
 

 
 

 
Message            Sent Out!                                                   Pastor Joy 
 



Hymn         “The Summons” #350   
 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Celebration of Communion  
Pastor: People of God, come to the table! Christ promised that as we eat this bread 

and drink this cup, we not only remember him, but we commune with him by 
the power and presence of the Holy Spirit. 

All: This is a table of grace. There is room around it for every soul that was, 
and is, and is to come. We come to the table as a people who are learning 
the way of Christ. We confess that we are not always right. But we share 
this faith: that those who trust in Christ Jesus will grow in the assurance 
of God’s eternal love.  

Pastor: And so, here at this table we take bread and cup and ask the Holy Spirit to 
make it for us: communion with Christ, who gave his life as the bread of 
heaven and as the cup of eternal life. 

All: Here at this table we remember that Christ gave his entire life as an 
outpouring of God’s love—a love that will, one day, renew all things. 
Amen.  

Pastor: People of God, come to the table! 



Communion Music   “If With All Your Hearts”        Don Cameron 
 
Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer (“Debts and Debtors”) 
One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also, with you. 
One: People of God, let us center our hearts and extend the spiritual power that is within 

us. Let us pray: For the prayer requests that have come to us today, whether joys or 
sorrows…. [prayer requests are presented]. We also pray for all who have asked to 
be on our prayer list—and so we ask: Holy and Loving God, in your wisdom, meet all 
of these needs in the perfect way of your grace. We pray together:  

All: God hear our prayer! 
One: For all that we hold in the silence of our hearts, we come to you in the confidence of 

quiet, O God, and lift our petitions privately to you. (Silent prayer) … Almighty God, 
Sovereign of Heaven, shower your blessings upon all people! Move the mountains in 
our lives, or help to move us so that we might be fully at peace. This we pray in the 
name of Jesus, who taught us to pray… 

All: “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom comes. 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors—and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, the Power, and 
the Glory forever.” Amen.  

 
Offering     “God Will Find A Way”                             Don Cameron 
 

Our offerings are first and foremost what we give to the world through justice, kindness, and mercy—and 
these we can do every day. Our financial contributions to the church are what allow us to support our 

ministries. As you can give, please do so joyfully! 
 

If you are not in the sanctuary, online donations can be made at: 
www.communityunited.church 

Or, if you prefer to mail in a check, that can be addressed to the church at: 
1011 West 38th Street – Erie, PA 16508 

 

Your offerings make this inclusive ministry possible. Thank you! Because of you, our 
church reaches through and beyond Erie: providing worship, community, and service. 

As you can give generously, it is well received. 
 

Offertory/Ministry of Music            
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving       
 

 
 
 



*Congregational Response #147                          
 

“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow: 
Praise God, all creatures high and low: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, in Jesus fully known! Creator, Word, and Spirit one! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!” 

 
*Departing Prayer 
One: Holy and loving God, we have heard your voice…through words, through smiles, 

through music, and perhaps, tears.  We have heard your voice! 
All: Give us the comfort of your presence as we live out this day and every day.  

And allow us to have rest, as well as the same peace that the disciples declared 
as they entered someone’s home:  Peace to this House!  Amen! 

 

*Blessing 
 
*Closing Hymn                     “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” #712 
 

Sent forth by God’s blessing our true faith confessing,  
The people of God from this dwelling take leave. 

The service is ended, O now be extended 
 The fruits of our worship in all who believe. 

The seed of the teaching, receptive souls reaching,  
Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

God’s grace did invite us, and love shall unite us  
To work for God’s kingdom and answer the call. 

 
With praise and thanksgiving to God ever living,  

The tasks of our everyday life we will face. 
Our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring,  

Embracing God’s children of each tribe and race. 
With your grace you feed us, with your light now lead us:  

United us as one in this life that we share. 
Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving  
Give honor to Christ and that name which we bear. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Postlude                                                                            __Cheryl Strecker 



Thank you for worshipping with us this morning at 
Community United Church! 

 

 
 

Next Week: 
The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

Readings: 
Colossians 1:1-4 
Psalm 25:1-10 
Luke 10:25-37 

 
Theme:  Learning to Love 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Need to contact us for prayer, conversation, or to connect 
online with a small group or church ministry? 

1011 West 38th Street – Erie, PA 16508 
(814) – 864 – 4429 

www.communityunited.church 



 

 
 

The altar flowers this morning are given to the glory of God and in celebration of 
Ron and Penny Churley’s 54th and Ronald and Jacqi’s 20th wedding anniversaries! 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
July 8:   Liberty House Meal Preparation and Sharing with U.S. Veterans 
July 9:   Spirits & Spirituality at Andy’s Pub - 6:30 PM gathering; 7:00 PM 

        Discussion 
July 13:     Brown Bag Lunch- Bring your lunch and hang around to chat after church 
July 16:  Resonate Outside– 7:00 PM 
July 20:  Service Sunday – 12:15 PM 
July 21:  Council – 6:30 PM 

Reminders: 

• Please sign up to attend a Small Group event this summer!  A light meal will be served and our hosts 
are looking forward to it! 

• Need hearing assistance? We have four available units. Please talk to our tech crew in 
the back of the sanctuary. 

 
WE REMEMBER THOSE IN OUR ARMED FORCES: 

Jackson Feiock (Army), Jacob Snyder (Army), Nick Duncan (Army), Brittany Duncan (Army), Matt 
Duncan (Army), Tyler Anderson (Army National Guard), Shelby Wescott (Army), 

Jaden O’Hara (Army), Toby Charlton (Marines), 
Cole Posnett (Army), Hunter Miaczynski (Army) & Mathew Anderson (Army) 

PRAYERS FOR: 
Darek Baksik, Laura Will, Dorothy Moyer, Anna Silvia, Dew Johnson, Harry Lamb, Ralph Kester, Teddy 

Long, Tammy McIntyre, Debra Doerfer & David Magid, Annette Minich, Dave Pakulski, Ethel Davis, 
Chelsea Brown, Celeste Eller & Family, Michele Serafin, Toni Stevenson, Dave Wooledge, Ev Smith, 

Karis Fenton, Ruth Schmidt, Carol & Doug Rodgers, Jane Moran, Josh Cook & Danny Kaeberlein, Helena 
Burgos, The Vadzemnieks Family, Sharon Cooper, Sandra Ganley and Dave Wooledge 

Current Council Members: 
Mike Pruzinsky (President), Debbie Anderson (Vice President), Vacant (Treasurer), Nancy Alberico 

(Secretary), Janice Skelly, Angel Conrad, Michele Vahey, Justin Graff, and Mark Davis 
 

Need to contact our Council President? Please email at: mpruzinsky@icloud.com 

Community United Church is committed to ethical and legal compliance in our music and 
livestreaming: CCLI Church Copyright License: 11405428Streaming License: 20856761 

 

mailto:mpruzinsky@icloud.com
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