
Community United Church 
An Open and Affirming Congregation 

Affiliated with the United Church of Christ & the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

 

 

May 4, 2025 

The Third Sunday of Easter 

11:00 AM 
 

Pastoral Team:  

Rev. Dr. Richard W. McCarty & Pastor Joy L. Johnson 

 
Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome here! 



Prelude                Don Cameron & Cheryl Strecker 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Centering Music               “Blessed Be the Lord God Almighty” #19                   
   

Blessed be the Lord God almighty, who was, and is, and is to come; 

Blessed be the Lord God almighty, who reigns forevermore! 
(Repeat all) 

Invocation 

One: Holy and loving God, you call us into a life of service and ministries, even knowing 

what our mistakes in life will be. Your grace abounds before we need it.  

All: In this love we discover who you are: the God of many chances and 

restoration—through Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit. One God forever and ever. Amen! 
 

*Hymn                    “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty” #136 
 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 

Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 

Which wert and art, and ever-more shall be. 
 

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 

Though the eye made blind by sin thy glory may not see, 

Only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 

Perfect in power, in love and purity. 
 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth, and sky, and sea; 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

Opening Prayer 
 

*The Peace of Christ 

One: People of God, the Peace of Christ be with you, All! 

All: And also with you! 

One: Let us share with one another a sign of peace.  
 

 

 



First Reading           The Book of Revelation 5:11-14 
Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of 
thousands, 12 singing with full voice,  
 

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 
might and honor and glory and blessing!” 

13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea 
and all that is in them, singing,  

“To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb 
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”  

14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and worshiped. 

Responsorial                                                         Psalm 30 

One: Sing praises to the LORD, O you faithful ones, and give thanks to God’s holy name.  

All: For God’s anger is but for a moment, [but] God’s favor is for a lifetime. 

Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes in the morning.   

One: You have turned my mourning into dancing; you have taken off my sackcloth and 

clothed me with joy.  

All: So my soul praises you and will not be silent. O LORD my God, I will give thanks 

to you forever. Amen. 

 

*Gloria                       “Glory Be to God, Creator” #145 
         

Glory be to God, Creator, glory be to God the Son, 

Glory be to God the Spirit, known as Three, yet God the One 
 

As it was in the beginning, it is now and so shall be, 

In a world without an ending, glory through eternity. 
 

Holy, holy God Almighty! Holy, holy Prince of Peace! 

Holy, holy Wind of Presence! Holy, holy, holy! Amen! 

 

 
 

 



*Gospel                    John 21:1-19 

After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and 

he showed himself in this way. 2 Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called 

the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his 

disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go 

with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 

4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach, but the disciples did not know that it was 
Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, 
“No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” 
So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many 
fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter 
heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he had taken it off, and jumped 
into the sea. 8 But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they 
were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. 

9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and 
bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So Simon 
Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of 
them, and though there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come 
and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because 
they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them and did 
the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples 
after he was raised from the dead. 

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you 
love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said 
to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love 
me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my 
sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt 
hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, 
you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very 
truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go 
wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and 
someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to 
go.” 19 (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this 
he said to him, “Follow me.” 

One: This is the Gospel of Christ for the people of God. 

All: Come Holy Spirit! Thanks be to God! 

 

Children’s Message 

 



Message                           How We Love Christ                          Pastor Rich 
 

Hymn                                       “Spirit Song” #352  
 

O let the Son of God enfold you with his Spirit and his love. 

Let him fill your heart and satisfy your soul.  

O let him have the things that hold you, and his Spirit like a dove 

Will descend upon your life and make you whole. 
 

Chorus 

Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. 

Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. 
 

O come and sing this song with gladness as your hearts are filled with joy. 

Lift your hands in sweet surrender to his name.  

O give him all your tears and sadness; give him all your years of pain, 

And you’ll enter into life in Jesus name. 
(Chorus) 

 

Celebration of Communion  

Pastor: People of God, come to the table! Christ promised that as we eat this bread 

and drink this cup, we not only remember him, but we commune with him by 

the power and presence of the Holy Spirit. 

All: This is a table of grace. There is room around it for every soul that was, 

and is, and is to come. We come to the table as a people who are learning 

the way of Christ. We confess that we are not always right. But we share 

this faith: that those who trust in Christ Jesus will grow in the assurance 

of God’s eternal love. 

Pastor: And so, here at this table we take bread and cup and ask the Holy Spirit to 

make it for us: communion with Christ, who gave his life as the bread of 

heaven and as the cup of eternal life. 

All: Here at this table we remember that Christ gave his entire life as an 

outpouring of God’s love—a love that will, one day, renew all things. 

Amen.  

Pastor: People of God, come to the table! 

 

Communion Music                                “Panis Angelicus”                                        Cheryl Strecker 

                 

 



Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer (“Debts and Debtors”) 

One: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

One: People of God, let us center our hearts and extend the spiritual power that is within 
us. Let us pray: For the prayer requests that have come to us today, whether joys or 
sorrows…. [prayer requests are presented]. We also pray for all who have asked to 
be on our prayer list—and so we ask: Holy and Loving God, in your wisdom, meet all 
of these needs in the perfect way of your grace. We pray together:  

All: God hear our prayer! 
 One: For all that we hold in the silence of our hearts, we come to you in the confidence of 

quiet, O God, and lift our petitions privately to you. (Silent prayer)… Almighty God, 
Sovereign of Heaven, shower your blessings upon all people! Move the mountains in 
our lives, or help to move us so that we might be fully at peace. This we pray in the 
name of Jesus, who taught us to pray… 

All: “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors—and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, the Power, and 

the Glory forever.” Amen.  
 

 
 

Offering 

Our offerings are first and foremost what we give to the world through justice, kindness, and 

mercy—and these we can do every day. Our financial contributions to the church are what 

allow us to support our ministries. As you can give, please do so joyfully! 
 

If you are not in the sanctuary, online donations can be made at: 

www.communityunited.church 

Or, if you prefer to mail in a check, that can be addressed to the church at: 

1011 West 38th Street – Erie, PA 16508 
 

Ministry of Music                  “Oh the Deep Love of Jesus”                                 Don Cameron 
 

Your offerings make this inclusive ministry possible. Thank you! Because of you, our 

church reaches through and beyond Erie: providing worship, community, and service. 

As you can give generously, it is well received. 

 

Offertory Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 



*Congregational Response (BLUE) #147                          
 

“Praise God, from whom all blessing flow: 

Praise God, all creatures high and low: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, in Jesus fully known! 

Creator, Word, and Spirit one! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Alleluia! Alleluia!” 

 

 
*Departing Prayer 

One: Holy and loving God, in this time of worship we have discovered—once more—that 

you restore us when we fall short. You do not wait for us to be perfect to call us into 

love and service. 

All: Help us to forgive ourselves as much as you forgive us. Help us to move 

quickly into the ministries you call us to serve, even when our lives are not yet 

fully perfected. In this grace, we find peace. Amen. 
 

*Blessing 

 

*Closing Hymn                               “Great is the Lord” #50 

 

Great is the Lord, he is holy and just; by his power we trust in his love. 

Great is the Lord, he is faithful and true; by his mercy he proves he is love. 

Great is the Lord and worthy of glory!  

Great is the Lord and worthy of praise. 

Great is the Lord; now lift up your voice, now lift up your voice: 

Great—is the Lord! Great—is the Lord! 

 

Great is the Lord, he is holy and just; by his power we trust in his love. 

Great is the Lord, he is faithful and true; by his mercy he proves he is love. 

Great are you, Lord, and worthy of glory!  

Great are you, Lord, and worthy of praise. 

Great are you, Lord; I lift up my voice, I lift up my voice: 

Great—are you, Lord! Great—are you, Lord! 
 

 

 

Postlude                                                                                Cheryl Strecker 



Thank you for worshipping with us this morning at 

Community United Church! 
 

 
 

Next Week: 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

11:00 AM 
Readings: 

Revelation 7:9-18 

Psalm 23 

John 10:22-30 
 

Theme: Following the Voice of the Shepherd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Need to contact us for prayer, conversation, or to connect 

online with a small group or church ministry? 

1011 West 38th Street – Erie, PA 16508 

(814) – 864 – 4429 

www.communityunited.church 



 
The altar flowers this morning are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of 

Kathy Koziol and Lorre Rapp’s sister Milly and in honor of Jerry; and in celebration 

of Birthdays on May 3! 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
May 7: Bible Study at 6:30 PM 

May 14: Spirits & Spirituality at 7:00 PM 

May 21: Resonate Contemplative Service at 7:00 PM 

 

SAVE THE DATE:  June 7:  Second Annual Arts, Craft, and Bake Sale at CUC 

 
Reminders: 

• Need hearing assistance?  We have four available units.  Please talk to our tech crew in the 
back of the sanctuary. 
 

• Have you signed up for Small Group discussion opportunities to continue our discernment for 
church growth and stewardship? See signup sheet in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
 
 

WE REMEMBER THOSE IN OUR ARMED FORCES: 
Jackson Feiock (Army), Jacob Snyder (Army), Nick Duncan (Army), Brittany Duncan (Army), Matt Duncan 

(Army), Tyler Anderson (Army National Guard), Shelby Wescott (Army),  
 Jaden O’Hara (Army), Toby Charlton (Marines), 

Cole Posnett (Army), Hunter Miaczynski (Army) & Mathew Anderson (Army) 
 
 

PRAYERS FOR: 
Darek Baksik, Laura Will, Keith Vargeson, Joyce Kneidel, Dorothy Moyer, Anna Silvia, Dew Johnson, Harry 
Lamb, Ralph Kester, John M., Todd Carrier, Teddy Long, Tammy McIntyre, Debra Doerfer & David Magid, 
Annette Minich, Dave Pakulski, Ethel Davis, Chelsea Brown, Celeste Eller & Family, Michele Serafin, Linda 

Foll-Johnson, Toni Stevenson, Dave Wooledge, Ev Smith, Karis Fenton, Ruth Schmidt, Carol & Doug 
Rodgers, Jane Moran,Josh Cook & Danny Kaeberlein, Helena Burgos, The Vadzemnieks Family,  

Doug Moore, and John & Tina Schnarrs 
 

Current Council Members:   
Mike Pruzinsky (President), Debbie Anderson (Vice President), Melanie Vadzemnieks (Treasurer), Nancy 

Alberico (Secretary), Janice Skelly, Angel Conrad, Michele Vahey, Justin Graff, and Mark Davis 

 

Need to contact our Council President? Please email at: mpruzinsky@icloud.com  
 

Community United Church is committed to ethical and legal compliance in our music and livestreaming: 
CCLI Church Copyright License: 11405428Streaming License: 20856761 

 
 



 

Community United Church 1011 

West 38th Street 

Second Annual  

Arts, Crafts, Bake Sale 
{wooden, crocheted & tie dyed items, jewelry, painted items, & 

more, including the best baked goods!} 

 

Saturday, June 7, 2025 

10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

Admission $3.00 per person 


