Community United Church
An Open and Affirming Congregation
Affiliated with the United Church of Christ and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Reign of Christ
November 20, 2022:
11:00 AM

The Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

From the Day of
Pentecost until the day
before Advent, the
Church is in the
Season of Pentecost.
Having moved beyond
the holy days of
Pentecost and Trinity
Sunday, we tend to
call this long stretch of
months: Ordinary
Time. In truth, there is
nothing “ordinary”

Today’s Readings:
Colossians 1:11-20
Psalm 46
Luke 23:33-43

about Ordinary Time.
It is meant to be a
period in the Church
year when we
intentionally seek to
grow and flourish in
faith. The green colors
throughout the
sanctuary symbolize
that. So let us grow
together in both Spirit
and Love.

Theme:
The Way of the Reign of God
Pastoral Team:
Rev. Dr. Rich McCarty, Senior Pastor
Pastor Joy Johnson, Associate Minister

Whoever you are, and wherever you are on
life’s journey, you are welcome here!

Prelude

Welcome, Prayer Requests & Announcements
Centering Music

Cheryl Strecker

Invocation
One: Grace, mercy, and peace be with you, from God our Creator, Christ our Savior, and
the Holy Spirit, our eternal Advocate and friend.
All: And also with you.
One: Almighty God, through the Lordship of your Son, Jesus Christ, the powers and
dominions of the world obtain their purpose, and creation finds its meaning.
All: Open our hearts to receive your Word and reveal to all the gracious rule of
Christ and end the hostilities among the nations. By your Spirit free us from
the power of darkness and show to us the inheritance of the saints of light.
Amen!
*Opening Hymn

“We Bring the Sacrifice of Praise” #651 (2X)

We bring the sacrifice of praise into the house of the Lord;
We bring the sacrifice of praise into the house of the Lord.
And we offer up to You the sacrifices of thanksgiving;
And we offer up to you the sacrifices of joy.

*Opening Prayer

*Sign of Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with all of you.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us share with one another a sign of peace.

(You may choose to shake hands, hug, or simply acknowledge one another without physical touch based on your
comfort and/or health needs.)

First Reading
Colossians 1:11-20
you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and
may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12giving thanks to
the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13He
has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his
beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 15He is the image of
the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him all things in heaven and on earth
were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17He himself is before all
things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is the head of the body, the church; he is
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in
everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him
God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by
making peace through the blood of his cross.
1May

Responsorial
Psalm 46
One: God is our refuge and our strength, a very present help in trouble.
All: Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the
mountains shake in the heart of the sea; though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
One: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the
Most High. God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it
when the morning dawns.
All: The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the
earth melts. The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.
One: Come, behold the works of the Lord; see what desolations he has brought on the
earth. He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters
the spear; he burns the shields with fire.
All: “Be still and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations; I am exalted
in the earth.” The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.
Amen!
*Gloria

“Glory Be to God, Creator” #145

Glory be to God, Creator, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, known as Three, yet God the One.
As it was in the beginning, it is now and so shall be,
In a world without an ending, glory through eternity.
Holy, holy God Almighty! Holy, holy Prince of Peace!
Holy, holy Wind of Presence! Holy, holy, holy! Amen!

*Gospel
Luke 23:33-43
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for
they do not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35And the
people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him
save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36The soldiers also mocked him,
coming up and offering him sour wine, 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save
yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 39One of
the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the
Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God,
since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed have been
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has
done nothing wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom.” 43He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
One: This is the Gospel of Christ for the people of God.
All: Come Holy Spirit! Thanks be to God!

Message

Song of Response

“The Way of the Reign of God”

“He Has Made Me Glad” #657 (2X)

Pastor Joy

I will enter his gates with thanksgiving in my heart;
I will enter his courts with praise.
I will say, “This is the day that the Lord has made!”
I will rejoice for he has made me glad.
He has made me glad, he has made me glad,
I will rejoice for he has made me glad.
He has made me glad, he has made me glad,
I will rejoice for he has made me glad.

COMMUNION LITURGY
Pastor:
People of God, come to the table! Christ promised that as we eat this bread
and drink this cup, we not only remember him, but we commune with him by
the power and presence of the Holy Spirit.
All:
This is a table of grace. There is room around it for every soul that was,
and is, and is to come. At this table, all who are far off are made very
near. We come to the table as people who are learning the way of Christ.
We confess that we are not always right. But we share this faith: that
those who trust in Christ Jesus will grow in the assurance of God’s
eternal love.
Pastor:
And so, here at this Table we take bread and cup and ask the Holy Spirit to
make it for us: communion with Christ, who gave his life as the bread of
heaven and as the cup of eternal life.
All:
Here at this Table we remember that Christ gave his entire life as an
outpouring of God’s Love—a love that will, one day, renew all things.
Amen.
Pastor:
People of God, come to the table!

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer (“Debts and Debtors”)
One: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us pray: For the prayer requests that have come to us today, whether joys or
sorrows…. [prayer requests are presented] …. Holy and Loving God, in your wisdom,
meet all of these needs in the perfect way of your grace.
All: God hear our prayer!
One: For all who do not know the forgiveness of God and who do not consider the
Lordship of Christ.
All: God hear our prayer!
One: That we would love our enemies in the way of Jesus and may dwell with our friends
and neighbors in peace.
All: God hear our prayer!
One: For all that we hold in the silence of our hearts, we come to you in the confidence of
quiet, O God, and lift our petitions privately to you. (Silent prayer)… Almighty God,
Sovereign of Heaven, shower your blessings upon all people! Move the mountains in
our lives, or help to move us so that we might be fully at peace. This we pray in the
name of Jesus, who taught us to pray…
All: “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors—and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, the Power, and
the Glory forever.” Amen.
Offering
Our offerings are first and foremost what we give to the world through justice, kindness, and
mercy—and these we can do every day. Our offerings can also take the form of financial
contributions to the church to support our ministries.
Financial offerings are now accepted online at:
www.communityunited.church/donate/

Or, if you prefer to mail in a check, that can be addressed to the church at:
1011 West 38th Street – Erie, PA 16508

Ministry of Music and Time for Contemplation:

Your offerings make this inclusive ministry possible. Thank you! Because of you,
our church reaches through and beyond Erie: providing worship, community, and
service. As you can give generously, it is well received.

Offertory Music
Offertory Prayer of Thanks
*Congregational Response #147

“Praise God, from whom all blessing flow:
Praise God, all creatures high and low: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, in Jesus fully known!
Creator, Word, and Spirit one!
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!”

*Departing Prayer
One: Lord Jesus, remember each of us when we come into your Kingdom!
All: Enable us to live today for the attainment of paradise, that as far as we are
able, we may be individual signs of God’s Kingdom. Amen!
*Blessing

*Closing Hymn

“Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” #88 (3X)

Lord, I lift your name on high, Lord, I love to sing your praises.
I’m so glad you’re in my life, I’m so glad you came to save us.
You came from heaven to earth to show the way,
from the earth to the cross, my debt to pay;
from the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky,
Lord, I lift your name on high!

Postlude

Cheryl Strecker

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning at
Community United Church!

Next week:
November 27, 2022

First Sunday of Advent
2 Samuel 7:8-17
Psalm 2
Luke 1:5-38

Theme: Prophets, Kings, and Ordinary Folks:
An Ancient Promise, an Unexpected Fulfillment
Need to contact us for prayer, conversation, or to connect
with a small group or church ministry?
1011 West 38th Street – Erie, PA 16508
(814) – 864 – 4429
www.communityunited.church

The altar flowers this morning are given to the glory of God and in
celebration of leanne’s birthday from Kathy Koziol
The vases of flowers are given in loving memory of Corabelle Rodgers
and in celebration of Florence Kurty’s birthday from Carol Rodgers
This Week:
Today:
November 22:
November 27:

Service Sunday, Church Decorating for Advent
Ladies Lunch 12 PM
Breakfast Sunday

WE REMEMBER THOSE IN OUR ARMED FORCES:
Jacob Snyder (Army), Nick Duncan (Army), Samantha McHenry (Army), Shelby Wescott
(Army), Mathew Anderson (Army) and DJ Miaczynski (Marines)
PRAYERS FOR:
Rod and Dew Johnson, Dan Wingerter, Jill, Phillip Harris, Harry Lamb, Jimmyo, Jimmy
Gillespie, Sue Scheiwer, Jesse, Brenda, Grace, John, Julie Davis, Diane Walker, George
Churley, Rose, Dick, Skinny, Tammy McIntyre, Robin Adams, Joannie, Brandie,
Ralph Kester, Sharon Cooper, Sandy Gool, Jerry and Kathy Koziol, Todd Carrier,
Teddy Long and Laura Stone

Council Members:
Debbie Anderson (President), Bob Martin (VP), Dina Johnson (Secretary), Ginnie Burger (Treas.),
Mike Pruzinsky, April Knapp, Patti Rogers, Carol Rodgers, and Angel Hall

