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Prelude                      

Welcome & Announcements 

 

Centering Music                  “This Is the Day” #652 
 

This is the day, (this is the day) that the Lord has made, (that the Lord has made), 

we will rejoice, (we will rejoice) and be glad in it, (and be glad in it). 

This is the day that the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

This is the day, (this is the day) that the Lord has made. 
(Repeat) 

 

Invocation 

One: Grace, mercy, and peace be with you, from God our Creator, Christ our Redeemer, 

and the Holy Spirit our eternal Advocate and Friend. 

All: And also with you. 

One: People of God, in this Season of Epiphany, the One who calls us together yearns for 

each of us and for all people to hear and to be blessed.  

All: Help us to see you revealed in new and meaningful ways in our lives, O God, 

just as Jesus was revealed, first to His disciples.  Help us to live in your ways 

and to listen to your urgings with prayerful hearts and open ears and eyes as 

we not only hear and see, but also share Your Holy Word.  Amen! 
 

* Opening Hymn                 “Arise, Your Light is Come!” #231 

 

Arise, your light is come!  The Spirit’s call obey; 

show forth the glory of your God which shines on you today. 

 

Arise, your light is come!  Fling wide the prison door; 

proclaim the captive’s liberty, good tidings to the poor. 

 

Arise, your light is come!  All you in sorrow born,  

Bind up the brokenhearted ones and comfort those who mourn. 

 

Arise, your light is come!  The mountains burst in song!   

Rise up like eagles on the wing, God’s power will make us strong. 

 

*Opening Prayer 

*Sign of Peace  

One: The peace of Christ be with all of you. 

All: And also with you. 

One: Let us share with one another a sign of peace. 
(You may choose to greet one another without physical touch based on your comfort and/or health needs.) 

 



First Reading                                1 Samuel 3:1-10 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare 

in those days; visions were not widespread. At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to 

grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not 

yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God 

was. Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and 

said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went 

and lay down. The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, 

“Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now 

Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to 

him. The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, 

“Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the 

boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, 

‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. Now 

the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, 

“Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

 

Responsorial             Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

One: O Lord, you have searched me and known me.  You know when I sit down and when 

I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away. 
All: You search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my 

ways.  Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it completely. 

 You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.   

One: Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it.  For it 

was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  Wonderful are your works; 

that I know well. 

All: My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, 

intricately woven in the depths of the earth.  Your eyes beheld my unformed 

substance.  In your book were written all the days that were formed for me, 

when none of them as yet existed. 

One: How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!  How vast is the sum of them! 

All: I try to count them—they are more than the sand;  I come to the end—I am still 

with you.  Amen! 
 

 



*Gloria                       “Glory Be to God, Creator” #145 
         

Glory be to God, Creator, glory be to God the Son, 

Glory be to God the Spirit, known as Three, yet God the One 
 

As it was in the beginning, it is now and so shall be, 

In a world without an ending, glory through eternity. 
 

Holy, holy God Almighty! Holy, holy Prince of Peace! 

Holy, holy Wind of Presence! Holy, holy, holy! Amen! 

 

*Gospel              John 1:43-51 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 

me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael 

and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets 

wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good 

come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael 

coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no 

deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw 

you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son 

of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that 

I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, 

“Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and 

descending upon the Son of Man.” 

 

One: This the Gospel of Christ for the people of God. 

All: Come Holy Spirit! Thanks be to God! 
 

Message                       Epiphany: Called to Reveal Christ to the World              Pastor Joy  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Song of Response                “The Summons” #350 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?  

 Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known,  

Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 

Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 

 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name?   

Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen,  

And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name.   

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 
 

COMMUNION LITURGY  

Pastor:  People of God, as we journey through the season of Epiphany, we come each 

week to discover how Christ was revealed to the world. Christ came for us and 

for our salvation in love, wholeness, and holiness.  

All: Our altar table is another place to encounter the living Christ—who 

meets us once again in the bread and in the cup. Here at this table, food 

for the body also becomes food for the spirit.  

Pastor: This is a table of grace. There is room around it for every soul that was, and is, 

and is to come.  

All: We come to the table as people who are learning the way of Christ. We 

confess that we are not always right. But we share this faith: that those 

who trust in Christ Jesus will grow in the assurance of God’s eternal love. 

Pastor: And so, here at this Table we take bread and cup and ask the Holy Spirit to 

make it for us communion with the living Christ, body and blood, love poured 

out, forever! 

All: Here at this Table we remember that Christ indeed gave his entire life as 

an outpouring of God’s Love—a love that will, one day, renew all things. 

Amen. 



Pastor: People of God, come to the Table and find the Light of Heaven—the Holy One 
who is the true light for our lives.  

 

Communion Music  “Forever”    Cheryl Strecker 

 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer (“Debts and Debtors”) 

One: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

One: People of God, let us center our hearts and extend the spiritual power within us. Let 
us pray: For the prayer requests that have come to us today, whether joys or 
sorrows…[prayer requests are presented]…We also pray for everyone who has asked 
their name to be on the prayer list [see last page of the bulletin]. Holy and Loving 
God, in your wisdom, meet all of these needs in the perfect way of your grace.  

All: God hear our prayer! 
One: For all that we hold in the silence of our hearts, we come to you in the confidence of 

quiet, O God, and lift our petitions privately to you. (Silent prayer)…Almighty God, 
Sovereign of Heaven, shower your blessings upon all people! Move the mountains in 
our lives, or help to move us so that we might be fully at peace. This we pray in the 
name of Jesus, who taught us to pray… 

All: “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors—and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, the Power, and 

the Glory forever.” Amen.  

Offering                                                                                                
 

Our offerings are first and foremost what we give to the world through justice, kindness, and 

mercy—and these we can do every day. Our offerings can also take the form of financial 

contributions to the church to support our ministries.  
 

Your offerings make this inclusive ministry possible. Thank you! Because of you, our 

church reaches through and beyond Erie: providing worship, community, and service. 

As you can give generously, it is well received. 

 

If you are not in the sanctuary, online donations can be made at: 

www.communityunited.church 

Or, if you prefer to mail in a check, which can be addressed to the church at: 

1011 West 38th Street – Erie, PA 16508 

 

Ministry of Music                             “I will Listen”   Dina Johnson                

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 



 

 

*Congregational Response #147                          

“Praise God, from whom all blessing flow!  

Praise God, all creatures high and low:  

Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Praise God, in Jesus fully known! 

Creator, Word, and Spirit one!  

Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Alleluia!” 

 

*Departing Prayer 

One: Holy God, you have called us to follow in the way of your risen Son.  That may mean 

listening and learning, and also caring and loving those who are our companions on 

this journey.    

All: May we, Your people, be illumined by your Word and your Presence, so that 

we also shine in the radiance of His Glory!  Amen! 
 

*Blessing 

*Closing Hymn                             “Here I am, Lord” #559 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin, my hand will save. 

I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.   

Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send? 

 

Chorus 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?  I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. 

I have wept for love of them.  They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my words to them.  Whom shall I send? 

(Chorus) 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 

I will set a feast for them.  My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide, ‘til their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give my life to them.  Whom shall I send? 

(Chorus) 

Postlude                                                                                                                Cheryl Strecker 



Thank you for worshipping with us this morning  

at Community United Church! 

 
Next Week: 

The Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Readings to Study: 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

Psalm 62:5-12 

Mark 1:14-20 

 

Theme: 

Revealing Christ to Turn the World Around 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Need to contact us for prayer, conversation, or to connect with a 

small group or church ministry? 

1011 West 38th Street – Erie, PA 16508 

(814) – 864 – 4429 

www.communityunited.church 



 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

January 17:  Resonate 6:30 PM 

January 21:  Service Sunday - packing lunches for the Upper Room  

January 23:  Ladies Lunch–Pizza & Salad to celebrate Marilyn Detzel’s 95th birthday!  

January 28:  SPECIAL SERVICE AND CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 11:00 AM  

 

 
Need hearing assistance?  We have four available units.  Please talk to our tech crew in the 

back of the sanctuary. 
 

WE REMEMBER THOSE IN OUR ARMED FORCES: 
Jacob Snyder (Army), Nick Duncan (Army), Samantha McHenry (Army), Brittany Duncan (Army),   

Matt Duncan (Army), Tyler Anderson (Army National Guard), Shelby Wescott (Army),  
Matthew Anderson (Army), DJ Miaczynski (Marines), Jaden O’Hara (Army)  

& Toby Charlton (Marines) 

 
 

PRAYERS FOR: 
Dorothy Moyer, Anna Silvia, Kevin Bennett & family & friends, Rod & Dew Johnson,  

Harry Lamb, Sue Scheiwer, Diane Walker, Robin Adams, Ralph Kester, 
 John M., Todd Carrier, Teddy Long, Jimmyo, Sandy Gool, Tammy McIntyre, Laura Stone,  

Ron Celeski, Jan & Tim Crowe and Family, Debra Doerfer & David Magid, Annette Minich,  
Dave Pikulski, Randi Johnson, Lillian Hendrickson, Wilma and Janice Skelly, Ethel Davis,  

Jim Haglund, Chelsea Brown, John Waid, Patti Rogers, Celeste Eller & Family, Shirley Carrier,  
Dave Wooledge, Ev Smith, Karis Fenton, Ruth Schmidt, Gary Peck & Jerry Koziol. 

 
Council Members:   

Debbie Anderson (President), Bob Martin (VP), Dina Johnson (Secretary), Janice Skelly, 
Mike Pruzinsky, April Knapp, Patti Rogers, Carol Rodgers, and Angel Conrad. 

                                                                
 

                                                                
 

 


