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 The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Today’s Readings: 

Isaiah 58:9b-14 
Psalm 103:1-8 

Zechariah 9:9-12 
Luke 13:10-17 

 

 
 

Theme: “Prisoners of Hope” 
 

Pastoral Team: 
Rev. Dr. Rich McCarty, Senior Pastor 

Pastor Joy Johnson, Associate Minister  
 
Whoever you are, and wherever you 

are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome here! 

 
 
 
 

From the Day of 
Pentecost until the 
day before Advent, 
the Church is in the 

Season of Pentecost. 
But having moved 

beyond the holy days 
of Pentecost and 

Trinity Sunday, we 
tend to call this long 
stretch of months: 
Ordinary Time. In 

truth, there is nothing 
“ordinary” about 

Ordinary Time. It is 
meant to be a period in 
the Church calendar 
when we intentionally 

seek to grow and 
flourish in faith. The 

green colors 
throughout the 

sanctuary symbolize 
that. So let us grow 

together in both 
Spirit and Love.   

 



Prelude                                                          Cheryl Strecker 
 
Welcome, Prayer Requests & Announcements 
 

Centering Music             
 

Invocation                       
One: Grace, mercy, and peace be with you, from God our Creator, Christ our Savior, and 

the Holy Spirit, our eternal Advocate and friend. 
All: And also with you. 
One: Almighty God, you have blessed us with the inheritance of grace that we might live 
 as people of justice, righteousness, and harmony. 
All: Stir in us your power and fill us with the love of Christ, strong and true, that 

we may be always eager to serve your promised reign of peace.  Amen! 
 
*Hymn         “This is the Day” #652 (2X) 

This is the day, this is the day. 
That the Lord has made, that the Lord has made. 

We will rejoice, we will rejoice, and be glad in it, and be glad in it. 
This is the day that the Lord has made. We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made. 
 

*Opening Prayer 
 

The Sign of Peace  
One: The peace of Christ be with all of you. 
All: And also with you. 
One: Let us share with one another a sign of peace. 

(You may choose to shake hands, hug, or simply acknowledge one another without physical touch based on your 
comfort and/or health needs.) 

 

First Reading                                                                                                                      Isaiah 58:9b-14 
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, here I am. If 
you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, if you offer 
your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the 
darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your 
needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like 
a spring of water, whose waters never fail. Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up 
the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer 
of streets to live in.  
If you refrain from trampling the sabbath, from pursuing your own interests on my holy day; if you 
call the sabbath a delight and the holy day of the Lord honorable; if you honor it, not going your 
own ways, serving your own interests, or pursuing your own affairs; then you shall take 
delight in the Lord, and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth; I will feed you with the 
heritage of your ancestor Jacob, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.  



Responsorial                       Psalm 103:1-8 
One: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name.  
All: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits— who forgives all your 

iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the Pit, who crowns 
you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you with good as long as you live so 
that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.  

One: The Lord works vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. He made known his 
ways to Moses, his acts to the people of Israel.  

All: The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
AMEN. 

 

Second Reading                          Zechariah 9:9-12 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; 
triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. He 
will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall 
be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and 
from the River to the ends of the earth. As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with 
you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.  
Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you double.  
 

*Gloria                       “Glory Be to God, Creator” #145         
Glory be to God, Creator, glory be to God the Son, 

Glory be to God the Spirit, known as Three, yet God the One 
 

As it was in the beginning, it is now and so shall be, 
In a world without an ending, glory through eternity. 

 

Holy, holy God Almighty! Holy, holy Prince of Peace! 
Holy, holy Wind of Presence! Holy, holy, holy! Amen! 

 

*Gospel                                        Luke 13:10-17 
Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And just then there appeared 
a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over and was 
quite unable to stand up straight. When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, “Woman, 
you are set free from your ailment.” When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up 
straight and began praising God. But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had 
cured on the Sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There are six days on which work ought to be 
done; come on those days and be cured, and not on the Sabbath day.” But the Lord answered 
him and said, “You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey 
from the manger, and lead it away to give it water? And ought not this woman, a daughter of 
Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, to be set free from this bondage on the 
Sabbath day?” When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the entire crowd 
was rejoicing at all the wonderful things that he was doing.  
 

One:  This is the gospel of Christ for the people of God. 
All:  Come Holy Spirit! Thanks be to God! 



 

Message                             “The Prisoners of Hope”                  Rev. Kurt Crays  
 
 
 
 

 
Song of Response                   “A Place at the Table” #617  

For everyone born, a place at the table, 
for everyone born, clean water and bread, 
a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, 

for everyone born, a star overhead. 
 

Refrain: And God will delight when we are creators 
of justice and joy, compassion and peace: 
Yes, God will delight when we are creators 

of justice, justice, and joy. 
 

For woman and man, a place at the table,  
revising the roles, deciding to share, 

with wisdom and grace, dividing the power, 
for woman and man, a system that’s fair. (Refrain) 

 

For young and for old, a place at the table, 
a voice to be heard, a part in the song, 

the hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled, 
for young and for old, the right to belong. (Refrain) 

 

For just and unjust, a place at the table. 
abuser, abused, with need to forgive, 
in anger, in hurt, a mind-set of mercy, 

for just and unjust, a new way to live. (Refrain) 
 

For everyone born, a place at the table, 
to live without fear, and simply to be, 

to work, to speak out, to witness and worship, 
for everyone born, the right to be free. (Refrain) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION LITURGY  
Pastor:  People of God, come to the table! Christ promised that as we eat this bread 

and drink this cup, we not only remember him, but we commune with him by 
the power and presence of the Holy Spirit.  

All: This is a table of grace. There is room around it for every soul that was, 
and is, and is to come. At this table, all who are far off are made very 
near. We come to the table as people who are learning the way of Christ. 
We confess that we are not always right. But we share this faith: that 
those who trust in Christ Jesus will grow in the assurance of God’s 
eternal love. 

Pastor: And so, here at this Table we take bread and cup and ask the Holy Spirit to  
make it for us: communion with Christ, who gave his life as the bread of 
heaven and as the cup of eternal life. 

All: Here at this Table we remember that Christ gave his entire life as an 
outpouring of God’s Love—a love that will, one day, renew all things. 
Amen. 

Pastor: People of God, come to the table! 
 
Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer (“Debts and Debtors”) 
One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
One: Let us pray: For the prayer requests that have come to us today, whether joys or 

sorrows…. [prayer requests are presented] …. Holy and Loving God, in your wisdom, 
meet all of these needs in the perfect way of your grace.  

All: God hear our prayer! 
One: For all who suffer, that our care for them may reveal your healing. 
All: God hear our prayer!  
One: For your creation, that we may cultivate its flourishing. 
All: God hear our prayer! 
One: For the mission of your church, that it may plant and grow faithful people to serve. 
All: God hear our prayer! 
One: For all that we hold in the silence of our hearts, we come to you in the confidence of 

quiet, O God, and lift our petitions privately to you. (Silent prayer)… Almighty God, 
Sovereign of Heaven, shower your blessings upon all people! Move the mountains in 
our lives, or help to move us so that we might be fully at peace. This we pray in the 
name of Jesus, who taught us to pray… 

All: “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors—and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, the Power, and 
the Glory forever.” Amen.  

 
 



 
Offering 

 
Our offerings are first and foremost what we give to the world through justice, kindness, and 

mercy—and these we can do every day. Our offerings can also take the form of financial 
contributions to the church to support our ministries. 

 

 
Financial offerings are now accepted online at: 

www.communityunited.church/donate/ 
 
 

Or, if you prefer to mail in a check, that can be addressed to the church at: 
1011 West 38th Street – Erie, PA 16508 

 

Offertory Music and Time for Contemplation        
 

As the offertory music is played, let us stay together in a spirit of prayer and worship. 
Open your hearts now to what Spirit is saying to you—and moving you to do in the 

days that we have been given. 
 

 
 

*Congregational Response #147                          
 

“Praise God, from whom all blessing flow: 
Praise God, all creatures high and low:  

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, in Jesus fully known! 

Creator, Word, and Spirit one! 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Alleluia!” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.communityunited.church/donate/


*Departing Prayer 
One: Laboring God of this new age, give us the wisdom and courage to understand your 

will as we live your word this day. 
All: As Christ walked in perfect faith that we might follow in the way of peace; may 

we go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen! 
 

*Blessing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Closing Hymn          “Here I am Lord” #559 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send? 

 

Refrain: 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people's pain. 
I have wept for love of them. They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send? (Refrain) 

 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send? (Refrain) 

 
 

 
Postlude                                                                                                                Cheryl Strecker        

 



Thank you for worshipping with us this morning at 
Community United Church! 

 

 
 

Next Sunday, August 28: Twelfth Sunday after 
Pentecost 

 

11:00 AM 
Readings: 

Hebrews 13:1-3, 8-16 
Psalm 112 

Luke 14:1,7-14 
Theme:  

“Service and Celebrations in the Reign of God” 
 
 
 
 

 

Need to contact us for prayer, conversation, or to connect 
with a small group or church ministry? 
1011 West 38th Street – Erie, PA 16508 

(814) – 864 – 4429 
www.communityunited.church 
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